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SUBJECT: CRITIQUE OF ARCHBISHOP'S STATEMENT ON CONDITION OF 
TERRORIST PRISONERS 

REF: BELFAST 142 

1 . FAVORABLE AND CRITICAL COMMENTS ON CATHOLIC PRIMATE 
ARCHIBISHOP O FIAICH S STATEMENT (REFTEL) ON THE CONDITION 
OFPRISONERS CONVICTED OF TERRORIST OFFENSES CONTINUES. SOME 
ON BOTH SIDES ARE QUITE STRONG. THE MOST TELLING, HOWEVER, 

IS THE AUGUST 2 EDITORIAL IN BELFAST'S AFTERNOON DAILY, THE 
"TELEGRAPH". THIS PAPER IS SYMPATHETIC TO THE UNIONIST 
VIEWPOINT BUT IS NONSECTARIAN AND GENERALLY PRESENTS TO 
THE BELFAST PUBLIC THE MOST BALANCED VIEW. 

2. UNDER THE TITLE "HUMAN ERROR", THE TELEGRAPH STATES: 

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIMATE, DR. O'FIAICH. IS AN EMOTIONAL 

MAN WITH DEEP HUMANITARIAN CONVICTIONS. WHO DOES NOT FEAR TO SPEAK 
HIS MIND. HE HAS BEEN IN TROUBLE BEFORE, FOR LETTING HIS HEART 
RULE HIS HEAD, AND UNFORTUNATELY HAS DONE IT AGAIN, WITH A 
STATEMENT ABOUT THE MAZE WHICH CAN BEST BE DESCRIBED AS NAIVE. 

NO ONE DOUBTS THAT CONDITIONS ARE APPALLING, BOTH FOR THE 
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PRISONERS AND THE STAFF. ONLY A SADIST WOULD WISH THEM TO 
CONTINUE FOR A DAY LONGER THAN NECESSARY. BUT WHY ARE THE 
PRISONERS SQUATTING ON WET MATTRESSES, WITH EXCRETA AND ROTTEN 
FOOD SMEARED ON THE WALLS? BECAUSE THEY CHOOSE TO, AS A MEANS 
OF RESTORING POLITICAL STATUS. 

THEY WOULD HAVE BEDS TO LIE IN, AND TABLES, AND CHAIRS. IF 
THEY HAD NOT DESTROYED THEM. UNLIKE THE SEWER-PIPE DWELLERS OF 
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CALCUTTA - AN UNHAPPY COMPARISON, THIS - THEY DO HAVE AN 
ALTERNATIVE. 

THE ARCHIBISHIP ACCEPTS THAT THE MEN ARE MAKING A POLITICAL 
DEMONSTRATION, BUT INSTEAD OF URGING THEM TO STOP, TO SAVE THEM 
FROM THEMSELVES, HE ARGUES THAT IT IS FOR THE PRISON AUTHORITIES 
TO BEND. HE STOPS SHORT OF CALLING FOR POLITICAL STATUS, BUT 
WOULD BE WILLING TO PUT THE PROTESTING PRISONERS IN A SPECIAL 
CATEGORY BECAUSE, AS HE SAYS, THEY ARE DIFFERENT. 

WHAT IS NAIVE ABOUT HIS PROPOSAL IS THAT HE SEEMS TO IMAGINE 
THAT THERE WOULD BE A RESPONSE FROM THE PRISONERS TO OFFERS OF 
WRITING MATERIALS, TV, RADIO OR PHYSICAL RECREATION. 

ALSO HE IS TOO QUICK TO ACCEPT THE ARGUMENT AGAINST NON- JURY 
COURTS - THEY WERE INTRODUCED BECAUSE OF INTIMIDATION OF JURORS 
- AND THAT CONFESSIONS HAVE BEEN PARTLY INVALIDATED BY THE 
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL REPORT. THIS IS TO UNDERMINE RESPECT 
OF THE LAW, BEFORE A FULL INVESTIGATION. 

HE IS CAUGHT IN A TRAP, AS ANY HUMANITARIAN MUST BE, BY 
THE OUTRAGEOUSNESS OF THE IRA'S TACTICS. BUT THE ANSWER IS 
NOT TO CONCEDETHE PRISONERS' CASE, NOR TO ACCEPT THE HISTORICAL 
INEVITABILITY OF THEIR PROTEST, BUT TO PERSUADE THEM TO PURSUE 
THEIR REPUBLICANISM BY OTHER MEANS, INSIDE AND OUTSIDE PRISON. 
STOUT 
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